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Bank Clearings 


for individual Cities—August 1952 and 1951 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price index 


Dun G& Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price index—1950 to Date 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 


August 1952 and 195! 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


August 1952 and 195! 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
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Fatlures by Devisions of Industry— august 1952 United States Failures by States—August 1952 


Failures in Large Cities—-August 1952 
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Canadian Failures by Provinces——August 1952 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabslittes—August 1952 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 








CONSUMER SPENDING STEADY 
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ance sales lagged slightly. Food vol 
ume dipped slightly as consumers 
displayed resistance to the high prices. 

Consumer spending in August re 
maimed at near record levels according 
to the seasonally adjusted Dun’s RE 
view Regional Trade Barometer. The 
preliminary barometer for August was 
54.2 which was 6 per cent above a year 
wo and fractionally higher than July. 
Sales of all retail stores in August were 
estimated at $13.2 bilhon. They were 


unchanged trom 1951 and a month ago. 


Lhe tinal barometer for July was 
40 
1st 
This 


high reyistered in July IQS. 


This was 4 per cent above July 
and 2 per cent below June 1952. 


continued to be near the all-time 


Phe Kansas City Region (17) regis 
tered the highest increase over a year 
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Spurred by television sales, the Den 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

July—Barometer 11°, below June, 6°, 
below year ago, 35°, below U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: New Haven +-10%,, 
Loweil-Lawrence -+-6°,, Boston-+5%, 
Springfield +-4°%, Providence unchanged. 
Collections compared with year ago: Hart- 
ford and New Haven more prompt, Man- 
chester unchanged, Boston, New Bedford, 
Providence and Springfield slower. Tour- 
ist trade at record levels. 


Region 2 

July—Barometer 2°, above June, 6°, 
above year ago, 21°, below U. S. 

August—New York City department 
store sales 7°/, below year ago. Retailers 
still offered ‘discounts on fair-traded items 
although not as openly as prior to passage 
of new fair trade law. Upper Fifth Ave- 
nue stores tested night openings over vig- 
orous protests of a few stores. Collections 
slower than a.year ago and slightly more 
prompt than month ago. 


Region 3 

July—Barometer 7°%, below June, 1°, 
above year ago, 11°, below U. S. 

_August—Syracuse department store 
sales unchanged from year ago. Total 
retail sales compared with year ago: Utica 
+8°,, Binghamton +4°%, Syracuse 
+3°%, Albany unchanged. Collections 
compared with a year ago: more prompt 
Utica, unchanged Albany and Syracuse, 
slower Binghamton. State fair in Syracuse 
boosted trade levels. 


Region 4 

July—Barometer 4°%, below June, 1°, 
above year ago, 12°%, below U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: Buffalo +1°%, 
Rochester —3°/,. Total retail trade com- 
pared with year ago: Buffalo +-3%, 
Rochester +-2°/, Elmira —5°%. Collec- 
tions compared with year ago: Elmira 
unchanged, Buffalo and Rochester slower. 
Transit strikes in Buffalo and Elmira 
lowered retail activity. 


Region 5 

July—Barometer 11°, below June, 1° 
above year ago, 32°, below U. S. 

August—Trade conditions in Newark 
compared with a year ago: department 
store sales —3°/,, total retail trade — 4°... 
wholesale trade — 3°... Collections slower 
than both year ago and month ago. In- 
dustrial output steady as losses by non- 
durable industries were made up by 
production gains of durables. Unemploy- 
ment compensation payments higher. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended August 30, 1952. 











Region 6 

July—Barometer 6°, below June, slight- 
ly above 1951, 17°%, below U. S. 

August—Philadelphia department store 
sales 2°, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Lan- 
caster and Philadelphia +-5°/,, Wilming- 
ton +3°%, Allentown +-2°%, Scranton 
-+-1°., York unchanged, Trenton —2°,, 
Philadelphia —4°%,, Harrisburg —5°%. 
Collections unchanged to slower than a 
year ago. 


Region 7 

July—Barometer 6°/, below June, 7° 
below year ago, 17°/, below U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Pittsburgh +-3°., 
Erie - 3°. Total retail trade compared 
with a year ago: Charleston -}+-6°.,, Wheel- 
ing, Huntington and Pittsburgh +-5°”,, 
Youngstown unchanged, Erie —8°/. Col- 
lections compared with a year ago: un- 
changed Wheeling, slower Charleston, 
Huntington, Pittsburgh and Youngstown. 


Region 8 

July—Barometer 1°/, below June and a 
year ago, 5°, above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Akron +5°%, 
Cleveland +1°%. Total retail trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Akron +6°%, 
Cleveland —2°%, Toledo —5°,. Whole- 
sale trade compared with a vear avo: 
Akron +-2°, Cleveland —1°4, Toledo 
—4°,. Collections slower to unchanged 
from a year ago. 


Region 9 

July—Barometer 4°, above June, 2°, 
above year ago, 9°/, above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: Columbus -++-10°,, 
Cincinnati +6°. Total retail trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Lima -++-5°/,, Day- 
ton +2°%. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Columbus +-7°,,, Dayton 
unchanged, Cincinnati —2°%. Collec- 
tions unchanged to slower than a year 
ago. 


Région 10 

July—Barometer 4°, below June, 2°% 
below year ago, 9°, above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Louisville +-7°%, 
Indianapolis +2°,. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Evansville 
-+-10°%, Indianapolis +-1°,, Terre Haute 
—25°%, Fort Wayne —8°,. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: Evans- 
ville +15°4, Terre Haute —2°, Fort 
Wayne — 3°, Indianapolis —8°,. 


Region 11 

July—Barometer 4°, above June, 1°, 
below month ago, 14°, below U. S. 

August—Chicago department store 
sales 1°% above year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Rockford 
-+-21°, Springfield +-7°,, Chicago +-5°%, 
Peoria —2°/%,. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Chicago +-7°,, Spring- 
field -+4°4, Peoria —1°%. Collections 
compared with year ago: more prompt 
Chicago, unchanged Rockford. 


Region 12 

July—Barometer 6°, below June, 4°, 
below year ago, 1°4, above U. S. 

August—Detroit department store sales 
1°4, above year ago. Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Grand Rapids 
+8°, Saginaw +3%, Detroit —1%. 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
Grand Rapids +5°., Saginaw +1°%, 
Detroit unchanged. Collections compared 
with a year ago: Grand Rapids and Sag- 
inaw unchanged, Detroit slower. 


Region 13 

July—Barometer 3°, below June, 1° 
below year ago, 1°, above U. S. 

August—Milwaukee department store 
sales 2°,, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with a year ago: Green 
Bay —5°.,, Milwaukee +1°%. Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: Milwaukee 
-+1°,, Green Bay — 2°... Collections com- 
pared with a year ago: unchanged Green 
Bay, slower Milwaukee. Shortage of 
skilled machinists and mechanics. 


Region 14 

July—Barometer 3°%, below June, 3° 
above year ago, 12°”, below U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Du'uth-Superior 
+-3°,, Minneapolis -+-2°, St. Paul +-1°. 
Total retail trade compared with a year 
ago: Butte +7°., Fargo +4°/, Sioux 
Falls and St. Paul -+-3°4, Minneapolis 
+-1°, Billings unchanged, Duluth — 5°. 
Collections vnchanged from a year ago 


except in Duluth and St. Paul. 
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; , Lincoln 
Les 


Davenport " 


—  , Cedar Rapids 
Moines and Omaha --1 

~sroux Cty s Col 
Ccuions compared with vear ayo: un 
ch 1 Cedar 


anye Rapids, Davenport and 


Sioux Cty, slowet Des Moines 


Region 16 
Barometer 4 below Tune, 
below U.S, 


lrade conditions in St 


uly 
below year Apo, ig 

\ugust Louts 
compared with year ayo departine nt sore 
whole 


sales +-S° ., total retail trade -/s 


sale trade -+ 1 Collections slower 
than both a year ayo and a month ago 
lruckers strike settled at end ot July and 
sales rose more than seasonally at all levels 
Heavy promotions of apparel and tele 


Vision sets were qpuit common 


Region 17 
Barometer y 


July 


ibove year ayo, 4 


below lune, 10 
above U.S. 
\ugust Department store sales com 
pared with a year ago: Tulsa -+-16 
» Oklahoma City -+4 
‘Total 
compared with year ago: Kansas City 

~~ Oklahoma City and Tulsa --s 
Wichita -+-1 
Topeka —5 


to slower than a year ayo. 


Kansas Citv 4-6 


Wichita unchanged. retail trace 


St. Joseph unchanged, 
Collections unchanged 


Region 18 
Barometer 4°, below 
be low l ~.* 
Department store sales com 


July June, 3 
above year ayo, § 
August 


avo: Baltmumore —+-2 


pared with a year ag 
W ashington 2°. Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: Richmon 
1 watt \ go: Rich 

8° | Roanoke --7°_., Nortolk and Balu 

= Bristol — . Washington 
Lynchburg S Collections 
unchanged to slower than a year ago, un 


changed trom month ago 


Region 19 
Barometer 16 below Tune, 6 
above U.S. 

Total retail sales compared 


luly 
ibove year ago, 8 
\ugust 
with year ago: Charleston +-12°_, Green 


ville --10°., Raleigh +-6° , Greensboro 


s., Charlotte and, Winston-Salem 
2° Columbia —1 Collections com 
ared with year ago: more prompt Green 
ville, unchanged Charleston, Charlotte. 
Columbia, Greensboro and Winston 


: , 
Salem, siower Raleigh. 


12 


Region 20 
Barometer 12 
ibove year apo, 25 

August 
pared with a year ago: Augusta +29 
\tlanta --10°., Nashville +-4°., Bir 
2°. Total retail trade com 
pared with year ago: Montgomery +-16°_, 
Chattanooga +-10°., Columbus +8), 
Mobile and Knoxville 


2 , Savannah —4 


uly below June, 2 
above LU. S. 


Department store sales com 
mingham 


Macon rs 
Collections un 
changed to slower than a year ago. 


Region 21 
Jarometer 2°. below June, 5 
above U.S. 
Department store sales com 
ago: Miami +12>., 
‘Total retail sales com 
pared with a year ago: Jacksonville +7" _, 
Miami +-4°., Tampa —2 Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: Jackson 
ville +-5°., Tampa -+-3°.... Miami —4 
Collections slower than a year ago in Jack 
sonville and Miamu. 


July 
above year ago, 31 

August 
with a 


pared year 


Jacksonville +9 


Region 22 
Barometer 8°. below June, 1 
vear ago, 4, above U. S. 
August—Trade conditions in Little 
Rock compared with a year ago: depart 


July 


below 


ment store sales ae) total retail sales 


2. wholesale sales -+-2 coliections 
unchanged. Trade conditions in Memphis 
compared with a year ago: department 
store sales unchanged, total retail sales 
3° | wholesale sales 2°, collections 


slower. Cotton estimates lowered. 


Region 23 
July—Barometer 3°. below June, 8 
above a year ago, 21°. above U.S. 
August—Trade conditions in New 
Orleans compared with a year ago: de 
total retail 
wholesale sales -+-4°.. Re 


partment store sales +-10 
sales ~—S 
tailers’ collections slower than a year ago, 
wholesalers and manufacturers’ un 
Industrial production above a 
Manufacturers inventories con 


changed. 
year avo, 
tinued to decline. 


Region 24 

-Barometer 3°, above June, 4 
above year ago, 40°. above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com 
pared with a year ago: FE] Paso and Hous 
fon -—-13 ‘ Fort Worth and Dallas +f ‘ 
San Antonio +s Total retail trade 
compared with a year ago: El Paso 

12°, Beaumont, Lubbock and Shreve 
port +5°.. Fort Worth — 4 

2°, Wichita Falls — 2°“, Austin — 3°4, 
. Dallas —§ 


uly 


. Houston 


San Antonio —4 





TIVityY — A REGIONAL SUMMARY 


Region 25 
Barometer 5°*, above June, and 
a year ago, 3°, above U. S. 
Denver department store sales 
ago. Total retail sales 
compared with a year ago: Denver +-11°., 
Wholesale trade 
compared with a year ago: Albuquerque 
3°, Denver unchanged. Denver col 
lections unchanged trom a year ago and 
TV sets in Denver 
were sold at a rate of 2,500 a week. 


luly 


August 


above a veal 


\lbuquerque 2 


\lbuquerque slower. 


Region 26 

Barometer 14°, below June, 4 
above year ago, 10°, above U.S 

August— Trade conditions in Salt Lake 
City compared with a year ago: depart- 
ment store sales -+-S8°., total retail sales 

12°, wholesale sales -+-10 Collec 
tions slower than a year ago and un 
changed trom a month ago. Hail storms 
damaged crops. Pipe lines trom Salt 
Lake City to Boise, Idaho and Sinclair, 
W yo., under construction. 


uly 


Region 27 

Juty—Barometer 3°. below June, 2 
above year ago, 3°, above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com 
pared with a year ago: Seattle -+-8°., Port 
land -+-5°., Spokane unchanged. Total 
retail sales compared with a year ago: 
Portland +-9°., Tacoma -+-3°., Seattle 
12°. Spokane —3 Collections com 
pared with a year ago: unchanged Port 
land, Spokane and Tacoma, slower Se 
attle. Flour output above 1951. 


Region 28 
July—Barometer 10°, below June, 1 
below U. S. 

August—Department store sales corn 
pared with a year ago: Oakland +-5°%, 
San Francisco —2 Total retail sales 
compared with a year ago: San Francisco 

2°’, Fresno —8 Wholesale sales 
compared with a year ago: Fresno un- 
changed, San Francisco —12 Collec 
tions unchanged from year ago. Heavy 
competition among fruit packers. 


below year ago, 2 


Region 29 

July—Barometer 8°. below June, 4° 
above year ago, 1°, above U. S. 

August—Department store sales com- 
pared with 1951: Los Angeles +-8° 
San Diego +6 Total retail sales com- 
pared with 1951: San Diego +5°%, Los 
Angeles unchanged, Phoenix —3°.. 
Wholesale trade compared with 1951: Los 
Angeles +-4°., Phoenix —4°%. Collec 
tions in Phoenix more prompt than 1951 
and unchanged in Los Angeles. 
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